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THE HERITAGE OF THE AMERICAS MUSEUM 

APPRECIATES THIS OPPORTUNITY FOR GRANT 

FUNDING AS WE CELEBRATE OUR 25TH

ANNIVERSARY.  FUNDING FROM SAN DIEGO 

COUNTY IS ESSENTIAL TO CONTINUE PROVIDING 

THIS AFFORDABLE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE FOR 

RESIDENTS AND VISITORS OF ALL AGES.



MISSION 
STATEMENT

To educate and to promote respect and appreciation 

for the early cultural heritage of the Americas and 

natural history of the world.



ABOUT

• The Museum is a cultural and educational center featuring the prehistoric and historic 

art and culture of the Americas and natural history of the world.  Though child-friendly, 

the Museum houses a collection that would be considered incredible by any standards. 

People of all ages marvel at the vast array of items displayed in the four wings of the 

Museum.

• A visit to the Museum is like taking a journey through time.  It begins in the Natural 

Wing, with collections of meteorites, gems and minerals, and fossils from all over the 

world.  There is also an array of mounted animals and sea life specimens.  The 

Archaeology Wing contains an amazing collection of pre-Columbian artifacts from 

throughout the Americas.  The Anthropology Wing follows, with artifacts generally from 

the last two centuries after the arrival of the Europeans.  The biggest surprise comes in 

the Art Wing.  It began as a collection of more recent Western Art, with many noted 

artists represented.  Then founder, Bernard Lueck, added an exceptional collection of 

Chinese artifacts.  The collection of dynastic jade pieces, including a 2,000 year-old jade 

burial suit from the Han Dynasty, is considered one of the finest in the United States.



BACKGROUND

• The Museum, which opened in January 1993, is the culmination of the life-

long dream of the late Bernard "Bud" Lueck, founder of the Museum. The 

ambitious project grew out of Mr. Lueck's passion for ancient artifacts, which 

began when he was a 10-year-old boy in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. His father was 

a farmer and he would pick up arrowheads as he followed his father's plow.

• The museum holds extensive displays dedicated to the natural history of the 

world and the archaeology, anthropology, and art of North, Central, and 

South America. During the latter part of his life, Mr. Lueck put together an 

outstanding collection of Chinese artifacts.

• Because his interest in antiquities began as a child, Mr. Lueck created the 

Museum to be an especially good learning experience for children. Docent-

led tours are conducted almost daily throughout the school year. "If you can 

take them on a journey through time, it opens the door to their minds," he 

said.
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ADMISSION PRICING

• The Museum is supported by donations, memberships, sales in the Museum Store, & adult 

admissions.

• The Museum is always free for children 17 & under & college students.

• Adult admissions are $3.00 & seniors 55 & over pay $2.00.

• We pride ourselves on being affordable for all families, regardless of family size or 

income. In fact, we never turn anyone away.  The first two words of our Mission 

Statement are “to educate.”  We can’t do that if they aren’t in the building.



FIELD TRIP PROGRAMS

• The Museum offers field trips most commonly for 3rd-6th graders.  We 

provide money to schools to help cover transportation costs.  Field trips are 

at no cost to children.

• First, students visit for a docent-led comprehensive field trip tour.  Students 

are guided through all four wings of the Museum, i.e., Natural History, 

Archaeology, Anthropology and Art.  Students also have workbooks that they 

use to reinforce their learning.  Students may then come back at a later date 

for a second focus field trip, which concentrates on one specific wing of the 

Museum, based on grade curriculum.

• We also give special tours to college classes and adult groups, including the 

Red Hat Societies, Chambers of Commerce, Rotary Clubs, Friends of East 

County Arts, Inc., and Women's Clubs.



OUTREACH

• Spring Garden Festival

• In collaboration with Cuyamaca College and the Water Conservation Garden, along 

with many small businesses, non-profits and organizations.

• Teacher’s Night Out

• Taking place at the Fleet Science Center, the Museum participates in an event to 

exhibit and provide more information to teachers throughout San Diego County.

• Museum Mash-Up

• More than 10 museums offer hands-on activities, entertainment, and more, engaging 

family and the community at The New Children's Museum Park.

• Mt. Helix Family Halloween Harvest Festival

• Kids come in their costumes and trick or treat around the booths that are in the 

amphitheater!  Entertainment, activities and more are provided to families for a fun 

time.



UPCOMING SPECIAL PROJECT

• BE WiSE (Better Education for Women in Science and Engineering)

• One upcoming project that the Museum will be participating in is a program called BE WiSE.

• In partnership with the Fleet Science Center & the Water Conservation Garden, we will be 

hosting an overnight field trip focused on inspiring and encouraging girls in grades 7 & 8 to go 

into STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) careers.

• The field trip will include an array of educational activities for the girls participating, along with 

a discussion panel and much more.



FEATURED VIDEO

Please enjoy a video tour of the 

Museum that was produced by the 

San Diegan.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBG4e_FsqFU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBG4e_FsqFU

